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ABSTRACT:

How have the shifts in our understanding of
Schubert’s life and of our own cultural condition
affected the ways in which we narrativize musical
events in his instrumental works? | consider this
guestion first in light of recent scholarship on music
and narrative, as a means to take into account one
role that music analysts can play in their writings
about Schubert’'s music—as narrators who define
the agents and actions in instrumental works and
explain how these phenomena are related through
cause and effect, so as to communicate their
possible significance. | then explore some of the
narrative strategies used in hermeneutic analyses of
Schubert’s instrumental works. Here | suggest that
the proposed revisions to the composer’s biography
amid a burgeoning cultural pluralism have modified
the ways in which we ascribe an outcome to our
emplotment of musical events in these works.
Drawing fromthewritings of Hayden White (1973 and
1987), my paper concludes by considering the value
of narrativity in our analyses of Schubert’'s music.
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